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walk a considerable distance from his own
residence, and the pain was nearly gone.
Two months have now elapsed, and he

has, resumed his customary employment,
his health being completely restored. The
nodes have disappeared; his appetite is

good, and only at occasional intervals
does he feel any pain. I still order him
to rub in some of the ointment, and he
takes the drops in reduced doses, occa-
sionally. In fact, 1 may say that the dis-
ease is completely eradicated, though, as
almost a matter of course, after any se-
vere disease, there occurs at intervals an
occasional paroxysm.

Enclosing my name and address in
full for your personal satisfaction, I have
the honour, to be, Sir, your obedient

servant,
G. J. P-- Y.

Hants, 19th May, 1831.

JAUNDICE, WITH CEREBRAL AFFECTION.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Since the publication of the cases

of jaundice, accompanied with cerebral
affection, by Drs. Grinin, Alder, and
Arrowsmith, I have met with a case in
an old woman, in whom the cerebral

symptoms were very well marked. She
did well under the use of purgatives, and
the usual remedies for jaundice. In such
severe cases, as have been mentioned by
the above gentlemen, it would be use-

ful to inquire what is the best mode of
treatment. Your obedient servant,

OBSERVATOR.
Ely, June 7th, 1834.

USE OF THE

EXTRACT OF BELLADONNA

IN CASES OF

STRANGULATED HERNIA.

THE means employed to obtain the re-
dnction of a hernial tumour before having
recourse to an operation are extremely
numerous and varied; some surgeons de-
pend entirely on bleeding and cold topical
applications ; others endeavour to lower
the strength of the patient, and diminish
muscular action by powerful and frequently
repeated doses of tartar emetic, and the
same effect has been obtained by the ad-
ministration of tobacco through the rec-

tum; but the use of this latter remedy is
always attended with inconvenience and
danger, in consequence of which it has

been altogether abandoned by the con-
, ‘tinental surgeons. The effects of bella-

donna on certain muscular structures

i have been long known and taken advan-
tage of in surgery and midwifery, and it

was no doubt from analogy that Dr.

FRANKEL, according to a paper in the

Journal des Chirnrgerae und Augen-Heil-
kttnde, vol. xx, of which we make the fol-
lowing brief analysis, was induced to etn-

ploy it as a powerful auxiliary to other
means for the reduction of strangulated

hernia. Since 1829 he has treated six

cases of this kind successfully, by re-

peatedly rubbing the tumour with a po-
made containing belladonna.

The first case was that of a female pea-
sant, aged 42 years, who had been thrown
down and injured by the pole of a cart.
She was brought to the hospital in a state
of extreme feebleness, with nausea and vo-
miting. On examination, a strangulated
hernia was discovered on the right side;
she was immediately bled, leeches were ap-
plied to the part, and cold lotions placed
over the tumour. In spite of these re-

medies, the abdominal pain increased, the
constipation was obstinate, and the vo-
miting became stercoraceous ; an opera-
tion was proposed, but rejected by the
patient. Dr. Frankel now administered

at intervals a few drops of laurel water,
and rubbed the tumour, every hour, with
an ointment containing a large quantity
of the extract of belladonna. This appli-
cation was soon attended with happy
results. The accidents were alleviated,
the hernial tumour became soft and small,
the vomiting ceased, and the hernia was

rapidly reduced.
, In another case the symptoms’of stran-
gulation had lasted for eight days, and an
operation was pronounced indispensable,
when reduction was obtained by the bella-
donna. This was a female whose hernia
descended only during pregnancy, in con-
sequence of which she did not wear a
bandage. The tumour reappeared after a
violent and sudden effort, and soon be-
came strangulated ; the bowels were now
obstinately confined, there was vomiting
of fecal matter, and, in short, all the

symptoms which usuallv accompany stran-
gulated hernia manifested themselves.
The surgeon in attendance proposed an
operation as urgent, but, as in the former
case, the patient was unwilling to submit,
and the extract of belladonna in conse-
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quence was employed after every other
means had been in vain tried during eight
days. The remedy was here attended with
success, and the tumour soon reduced.

The other cases reported by the author
are of a similar nature, and were termi-’
nated in a favourable manner. It is

worthy of remark, that they were all

examples of femoral hernia in females, a
species which is much more subject to

strangulation than the scrotal hernia of
man.

CURE OF DIABETES MELLITUS

WITH CREOSOTE.

THE following is a short account from
Hufeland’s Journal, for Feb. last, of an
eighth case of the above disease, treated
by Professor BERNDT, of Driefswaldt, after
having treated the preceding seven with
opium, emetics, arsenic, bleeding, &c., all

unsuccessfully. The seven all died. The
eighth patient was a man fifty’years of age,
who daily passed seven and a half pints of
urine, which, when analyzed, was found
to contain a good deal of sugar. There
were considerable thirst and appetite,
and little sleep, but no hectic fever had
appeared. An emetic was at first admi-
nistered. and the natient then nut on
Rollo’s diet, but without benefit. Finally,
he was directed to take daily eight drops
of creosote in sixteen pills of gum-arabic.
The thirst and appetite were soon re-
duced, the excretion of urine was brought
down to three pints, and then to two.
The dose of the remedy was now increased,
and the animal diet suspended after three
weeks employment. The urine now con-
tained much less sugar, and began to offer
some traces of urea. From this period the
quantity of urine rapidly diminished, the
sugar gradually disappeared, and the ex-
cretion finally assumed its natural quali-
ties, and was discharged in regular quan-
tity : the patient in a word was perfectly
cured.

NEW ETHER.

M. PELOUZE lately discovered a new
ether, which he calls " hydrocyanic,"
while examining the effects produced by
heat on a mixture of the sulpho-vinate of
barytes with cyanuretof potassium. This
ether is liquid, colourless, possesses a very
pungent alliaceous odour, and acts ener-
getically on the animal economy. It is

inflammable, it boils at S2&deg; under atmo-
spheric pressure, its density is 0,787 at a
temperature of 15&deg;, it is but little soluble
in water, but is perfectly so in alcohol or
sulphuric ether. It does not precipitate
the nitrate of silver, and in this respect
resembles hydrochloric ether, which
does not decompose the salt until it has
been destroyed by the action of heat. M.

Pelouze regards the hydrocyanic ether as
composed of equal volumes of olifiant gas,
and of the vapour of prussic acid, con-
densed one-half. The idea of searching
for this ether was suggested to M. Pe-
louze by an observation of M. Zeize, who
discovered a peculiar substance, possess-
ing acid properties, and formed by the
action of barium on the sulpho-vinate of
barytes; its composition was such as to
lead to the conclusion that it was a

kind of alcohol in which the oxygen was

replaced by sulphur.&mdash;Gazette dev Hopf-
taux.

MEMORIAL

ADDRESSED TO THE

CHAIRMAN OF THE PARLIAMENTARY COM-

MITTEE ON MEDICAL EDUCATION,
BY THE LECTURERS

IN THE

MEDICAL SCHOOL OF BRISTOL.

To HENRY WARBURTON, Esq., M.P.,
Chairman of the Committee of House 

-

of Commons, London.

SIR,&mdash;Having reason to believe that the
Committee over which you preside are

anxious to collect all the information that
can be obtained on the present state ofmedical education, and to give attention to
statements of grievances and disadvan-
tages experienced in any department of
the profession,-we, the undersigned lec-
turers of the Bristol Medical School, takethe liberty of addressing your Committee
on a subject which we consider of vital
importance to the success of our institu-
tion, and consequently to the interests of
medical students in this city.
We do not think it necessary to trouble

you with any remarks tending to demon-
strate the possibility of completing a me-
dical education beyond the walls of the
metropolis, nor shall we urge the advan-
tages which are peculiarly afforded by
Bristol for the prosecution of medical
study. For information upon the latter

point, we beg to refer to the prospectusof the " Bristol Medical School."
The object that we have in view in the

’ present memorial, is to solicit respectfully,


